by George Wiberg (1TT)

Owing to the peculiar toporraphical characteristics of Finland with |
thousands of lakes and rivers, which have from ancient times served as nat
al transportation routes, railroad consiruction in Finland has been compar
tively slow. The first railroad, from Helsinki to Hameenlinom, was mot o
ened to traffic until March 17, 1862 and a few weeks later on April 24th m:
was, for the first time, forwarded by rail. At first the mail was confined
ordinary letters only, which were carried in the bargage coach. However,
July 15, 1862 the service was extended to handle all classes of mail and whe
ever necessary a postal employee was muthorized to mccompany the train
supervise the safe transit of the mail. Apparently no special railroad pos
marks were used during this period as none have been reported.

When on Sept. 11, 1870 the second railroad trunkline, from Helsinki
St. Petersburg (Leningrad), was completed a regular mail service was |
augurated on this route with four specially-equipped mail coaches. Probab
simultaneously with or shortly after the commencement of this mew mail se:
vice, the first railroad cancellations were placed in use. The earliest po=
mark known to the author is dated Oct. 24, 187T1. These first railroad pos
marks were known by the impressive name of: “FINSKA JERNVAGEN
POSTEKUPE EXPED." 1In a variatipn of this postmark, whith appes
few years later, the “EXPEDITION” is spelled out in full. Usually-the i
scription, starting from the bottom, reads around the circle, but ofie:&lso fr:
quently finds that the inscription starts either on the left or .ﬁﬂt_&nmc
from top down. This is probably due to the removable center section, showir
the date and the route number, not being inserted in that:ﬁ pt -
This variation of the script i= also noted on some later typa L w
number, which in the early iLypes is found directly above the route mumbe

indicates the train number. Sometimes this train number is omitted- alt.
gether or is found stamped elsewhere on the eover in Hm high atifers!
similar to those found on the cancellations, - e J
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