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Cancellations on Sweden’s Skilling Banco Issue
By Nils Stalhandske (299)

Collectors at one time or another are faced with the problem of what to
do next—of finding new worlds to conguer. This iz true especially when, for
instance, a general collector has obtained a fine copy of each of the stamps
of the country or countries he has been collecting. He is faced by the prob-
lem of specializing or taking up a new country. When I had reached this
stapge in my hobby, a wise and friendly dealer advised me to take up Danish
West Indies, Swedish booklets and some low-priced but interesting French
and German classic issues., He added, “of course you can't help but collect
Swedish cancellations when you live in Sweden.” T couldn't help it and still
can't,

My interest in cancellations began rather suddenly. Just before the
Christmas holidays in 1943, I was searching for a nice copy of the turquoise
blue shade of the 4 skilling bance which T did not possess.  In going through
the stock book at one of the shops I found a copy with an arch cancellation.
Studying it more closely I found that it was not listed in the handbook iz-
sied in 1936, and it dawned on me that I had found something unusual.
Needless to say I purchased this stamp which had the Svenljunga arch ean-
cellation. About a year later Curt Haij bought a lot from a place in the
Province of Smaland, which is near Svenljunga, and obtained no less than
three copies. So far I have not hea®d of any other copdes of this cancella-
tion being found. It is almost impossible to go through a collection or a lot
of Skilling Bancos, or Ore Vapen (second isgue) for that matter, without
finding something unusual and interesting in the way of cancellations.

Before going into the why and how of collecting Swedish cancellations,
perhaps it would be helpful to explain something about the social structure
of Sweden, for the benefit of those who may not be aware of the fact that
Sweden is somewhat differently organized than most other countries. For
practical reasons Sweden is “decentralized” into 24 “lAn” or provinees and
the church is intimately connected with the State and the government. Each
























