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Greenland’s Postal System
by George D. Stribley (312)

FART 1

In 1945, the Greenland Administration published a 22 page green covered
pamphlet, entitled “Gronlands Postvaesen, Saertryk af Beretninger Vedrorende
Cironlands Styresle Nr. 1, 15" printed by J. H. Schultz, Universitetes-Bogtryk-
kerl, Kjobenhavn., The pamphlet is printed in Danish and the translator into
English makes the apology that cerialn technieal phrases in Danish, while not
accurately translated, there belng no exact English counterpart, were trans-
lated as near as posalble in the accepted English equivalent. The translation
follows:

“THE POSTAL SYSTEM OF GREENLAND"

The interlor postal traffic of Greenland = without charge and not subject
to any particular rulings. Tn practice, the greater part of the maifl is delivered
at the colonial offices or at the outposts; and the officer In charge sende the
mail on to its destination when opportunity affords.

Regular mail dellveries according to present regulations are made only at
certain times of the vear and then only from the most distant colonles to the
village sheriffs. These deliveriezs deal primarily with official mall, but do in-
tlude as far as possible private mail on the entire route, This is particularly
important to such places as are dependent upon boat traffle along the coast
and out at sea, and where such traffic is limited to certaln seasons due to
climatic and other conditlons. It is thus possible to get mail to and from Den-
mark edarly in the spring and late in the fall when other means of communica-
tion are closed. HKayaks and dogsleds are used, depending on the season and
weoeather conditlons, to transport the regular and official mail, and carriers are
salaried at public expense, such salary being hased on the distance ecoverad
plus a stipulated sum per day.

Only the smaller portion of the mall in Greenland is iransported in this
manner, however., The greater part of the maj]l within Greenland as well as
that sent to Denmark is sent In the management's ships, in the coastal vessels
of Greenland, or with officlals who travel by motorboats or on dogsleds on
their official business, Chance travellere;, wscientific explorers and native

















































