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A few notes on the 1893-95 issue

by Gustave Larson (224)

In selecting for my Initial presentation & translation, in part from an ar-
ticle on the & & and 20 ore values printed by the Central Printing Company
which was written by Felix Buitner and Th. Urdahl (published in 1934 in the
MNordisk Filatelistisk Tidskrift), I am certain that, although it may be an old
story to many, it will prove new and Interesting to many others,

Both the Central Printing Company, who supplled the stamps In the perlod
petween 1893 and 1395, and Chr. H. Knudsen, who took over in 1896 made use
of the old criginal steel die, and both employed basically the same method in
the makeup of thelr printing plates, A gingle impreszion would first be taken
from the original die. After adding the small fizures of value in the aval band,
four impressions were taken from this secondary die and jolned together to
form a block of four. Thiz block would then be utillzed in making a sufficient
number of .cliches from which to construdt g printing plate.

The original steel die was reengraved between Dec, 20, 1892 and Mareh 13,
1593 but nothlng definite iz known of the extent of this work. While the in-
scriptions were changed from sans-serlf to roman capitals, there iz mothing to
prove that the wings in the corners were also gone over. HRather, there are in-
dications that they remained untouched, By accepting this hypothesis, we may
e able fo provide an answer to much which would otherwlse perhaps have to
remain unexplained.

For Instance, it will offer a solution as to why as late as on a #7717 (Plats
1y, printed by Chr. H., Knuodsen, a stamp has been found on which the wing
designe clearly resemble those of the original die. Similarly, it will explain the
variations in the wings encountered op stamps of #538, 20 ore, perf. 143 x131%;
#£61 (Flate I}, § ore, penf. 1344 x1%%% and #62 (Plate 1), 20 ore, perf. 13%x121%,
However, like evervthing else, when conclusive evidence is lacking It must be
vonsidered only as a hypothesis, or theory, that will have to =tand until =ome-
one either offéers a better explanation or diseovers stronger evidence poalnting
towards another theory. If the wings had remained untouched, or were only
carelessly gone over, during this reengraving of the original stee] die, the con-
dition of the cliches would naturally be accordingly, which might explain why
only 3,200 stamps from the so-called trial printing of the % ore value of the
izgue of July 1893 are known to have been accepted.
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