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Norwegian “Local” Stamps—On Madagascar!

By Reidar Norbhy, Assistant Curator
Division of Philately and Postal History
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C.
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The story of Norwegian local stamps cannot be complete without inelud-
ing everything about the “outpost” stamps of the Norwegian Missionary So-
ciety on Madagascar during the last decades of the 19th century.

The loeal stamps of the Seandinavian countries, ineluding those of Nor-
way, have been intensely studied and their production, number, and usage
amply recorded in the Seandinavian philatelic literature. But why have the
“Madagascar Locals” been almost forgotten? Iz it because they might be con-
sidered privately issued stamps, or that they are unofficial? Or does the
name “Miszion Post"” tend to exclude them from Scandinavian philately 7 They
have never been listed in any of three different Norwegian handbooks, which
ought to include everything having to do with the mail, “regular” or local.
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