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The Parcel Postmarks of Norway
By Frederick A. Brofos, #497

One first hears of a Norwegian parcel post in the year 1759, at which time
it was operated by private enterprise, At first an annual support of 200 dalers
was received from the Post Office—in return for carrying the royal books
free of charge between Christiania and Copenhagen. The parcel post ran only
twice a vear, but from 1764 this was increased to four times yearly.

In 1780, a separate express parcel post, running three times a week, was
started between Copenhagen, Christiania and Kongsberp. It also carried pas-
sengers, In 1795, the management changed from official to private hands.

The Society for Norway's Welfare (Selskapet for Norges Vel) wasz instru-
mental in getting an internal parcel post started in 1810. Incidentally, a com-
memorative stamp was issued by Norway in 1969 honoring this society. The
parcel post service, however, does not secm to have been much used, except
for the route Christiania-Drammen. The parcels that were sent went as letter
post with the ordinary mails and at the same rates, weight and distance de-
ciding the amount of postage. When the mail-bag was full, the rest had to
wait until next time.

Around 1827, the need for a better parcel post system began to make itself
felt, and various trials were made, But, as it had to be transported by separ-
ate conveyance, it was expensive and was always being closed down again.

From 1836, there was a more or less steady pareel post traffic on several
of the more important routes. Early in 1837, books and printed matter were
allowed to be sent at half rate. A single book under a half-pound weight, when
sent without wrapping and only the name and address, cost but 8 skilling.

However, as late as around 1850, parcel post traffic was still negligible.
In 1848, a total of only 1201 parcels were sent from Christiania to Trondhjem,
and the postage on parcel post for the whole country amounted to only 366
specie-dalers. The majority of parcels contained books, newspapers or other
printed matter.

From 1854 on, the postage rate on packages was equal throughout the land,




























































