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Fiscal Cancellations on Greenland Parcel Post Issues
By George Stribley

The Greenland Parcel Post Stamps are an intriguing issue to the philatelic
specialist by reason of the many perforation, paper, eancellations and the print-
ing process varieties to be found. The cancellations are in two categories;
those of the administration office at Copenhagen, and those used in Greenland.
These stamps were used not only for postal duty, but for fiseal purposes aa
well, and many a collector has scquired eancelled copies believing them to be
postally used, when examination will reveal a fiseal cancellation. Little has
been written in the philatelic press on the fiscal cancellations, and it is upon
the fiscal cancellations this article iz bazed.

In the American Philatelist for November, 1940, Vol. 54, No. 2, Page 80,
is the pioneer article in th: American philatelic press on the Greenland parcel
post issues, entitled: “The Mail Service To and From Greenland Under the
Royal Greenland Company,” by E. F. Hurt. The author catalogs the postmarks
of Greenland, and states: “Probably it will be long before a complete listing of
all markings used will be made. . . There is therefore, great scope for the
interested speecialist who wishes to continue this study.”

The obstaclz in the pursuit of a study of the Greenland cancellations iz the
inability of a collector to acquire these stamps in any appreciable quantity, A
purchaer of a lot of 15 or 20 of these issues at one time, iz indeed fortunate,
For this reason there has heen some uncertainty as to postal and fiseal mark-
ings. Mr. Hurt's prediction of the time required for a complete listing is con-
servative.

On page 95 of the article by Mr. Hurt on the Greenland Parecel Post stampa,
it is stated: “The ‘Pakke Ports’ stamps have been used for savings bank pur-
poses, being attached to the pages of savings bank books and cancelled with the
oval Gronlands Styrelse cachet, after being obliterated in pen or peneil as at-
tached. FEach page took twelve stamps—usually the 20 ore value”

Since the publieation of Mr. Hurt's article, the Greenland Administration
Burean of the Danish Department of the Interior, published a booklet, the first
official pamphlet explaining the Greenlang postal system, entitled: “Gronlands
















































