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The 10 Penni of Finland, 1906, With Inverted
Background
By Stanley Pollard

Although thiz stamp iz listed in Scott’s as No. T2, and priced at $6.00 mint,
and 20 cents used, it is still not listed in Parmi's specialized Finnish catalogue.
Why? I don’t know, as the stamp exists, for I have about a dozen used copiea
including used blocks of 4, but have never seen a mint copy yet, although I have
no doubt of its existance.

My first introduction te this stamp, is by my standards rather unusual.
As all amateur collectors of Finnish stamps are well aware, the Finnish issues
of the 1501 to 1908, are a headache, and easily confused with one another, as
well as with the stamps of Russia of the same design and date. Like most eol-
lectors, 1 mixed them all up, till T finally was able to get it through my head,
and could distinguish between the Lithographed and Typographed issues, and
also the later issues put out by Lillius & Hertzberg, to end the series.

I read any number of articles covering the stamps of Finland, of this per-
iod, and even read about the stamps of Russia of the same design and period.
One article, I can't recall where I found it, but it mentioned a scarce variety of
the 10 and 20 Kop. of Russia, the inverted background. Now the Russian stamps
with this inverted background, were identical in design with the 10 penni of Fin-
land, the only difference being, that the Russian stamps were multi-colored,
while those of Finland were of one coler only. This fact always led me to be-
lieve, that the stamps of Finland of this peried, namely 1901-1908 were printed
in one process. But had this been true, there couldn’t have been such a thing
as an inverted background in the Finnish 10 penni.

Anyway the similarity in design started me thinking, “Could it be possible
that there could be inverted backgrounds in the Finnish 10 penni?” I had never
read, or heard about it up to that time, but I got out my stock of 10 penni
stamps, about 70 copies then, and sure enough I found 2 copies, after checking
and double ehecking several times. T bought up all the 10 penni stamps I could
find, several thousand all told, and was able to find 7 more copies.

I then wrote Carl E. Pelander about it, and the following year it was pro-
















































