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The Faroe Islands Bisects of 1919 and their
Use on Printed Matter Mail

By Herbert Bernstein

Every serious collector of Danizsh stamps is familiar with the 2 gre on &
gre provisionals and the bisected 4 ore stamps and wrapper impressions
suthorized for the prepayment of postage in the Faroe Islands in January
1919. A great many articles on this subject have appeared in the Danish
philatelic press, mostly compiled by Roland King-Farlow, of London, England,
and Aage Tholl, of Kalundborg, Denmark, who have made exhaustive re-
searches into every aspect of Faroe Islands postal history. In these articles
mention has been made of all sorts of different usage of the provisionals ., . .
on local mail and on mail to Denmark, on ordinary letters and on registered
letters, in combination with ordinary stamps and with Official stamps, on
envelopes with printed stamp impressions, and so on. So far, however, there
has been no record of any of the emergency issues being used on Printed Mat-
ter (second class mail), although it had been assumed that such usage must
have taken place. The writer of this article has now been able to establish
that this was indeed the caze, at any rate so far as the two sorts of bisect is
concerned,

After going through a large number of covers with bisected stamps and
wrappers, the writer was fortunate enough to discover three covers lluatrat-
ing the usc of bisects for franking “Printed Matter” mail. Ona “local” and
two “inland” covers have come to light and this article will deal with these
newly discovered items. Before doing =0, and in order to give the reader a
clearer picture of the circumstances leading to the creation of those bisects
4s such, a short resume of the general situation prevalling in January 1919
may be useful.

On January 1, 1819, rew postal rates went into effect throughout the
whole Danish postal system. The Faroe Islands, which at that time com-
prised one single pestal unit, were permitied to use “local” rates for the whole
















































