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A Unique Addition to Norwegian Philately

{after an article in Frimerke Kontakt, Horten, Norway)

The long lost but well documented MNyman essay of the Oscar issue has
been found in, of all places, California, by one of the 5. C. C. members Capt.
Olauszen. (An article by the captain appears elsewhere in the Posthorn.)

Because of the general dissatisfaction with Norway's first stamp, the
postal authorities began almost immediately after its issue to plan for a more
attractive and better executed replacement, La Rue & Co. in London and Count
Bparre and P. A. Nyman in Stockholm were contacted for design and printing
of a stamp (or stamps)} which, zccording to the Postal specifications, should
have a picture of the King (Oscar I), the words “Frimaerke” on both sides,
MNorge on top and at the bottom, numberz and letters of walue. All the de-
signs submitted—4 from Count Sparre, 2 from J. Bagre, also of Stockholm
in addition to those of La Rue & Co—were discarded in favor of the basic
design in the Nyman essay. All of these subsequently dizappeared, but now
after 105 years, the Nyman essay pictured below has been found.

~ This essay is imperforated, on horizontally slightly yellowish laid paper
(like the Nyman color proofs of this issue). In color it is slightly brighter
red than the ordinary 8§ skill stamp of this series. It measures 19.15 mm x
ETEA mm. It iz made—typographed—from an original steel engraving by
Nyman. The words on the stamp are in Swedish “Fyra”, “Frimark”. This
and a!] other diserepancies in design between the essay and the stamp as it
was finally printed, coincide perfectly with the official dezcription in Norges
Frimarker 1855-1924, so its authenticity seems unquestionable,
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