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Notes on Some Steamship Markings on

Danish West Indies Stamps
1865-1920

By Rohert ;. Stone

The writer has sketched the broad aspects of this subject in his articles
on “St. Thomas from Cover to Cover" in American Philatelist, April-Sept.
1945, and in more detail eertain azpects such as the use of U, 3. stamps from
St. Thomas (Pesthorn, v. 4, no. 2, May 1947) and the markings of HAPAG
ships (Collectors Club Philatelist, Jan. 19528 and July 1953). There is consid-
erable more to be said on the =zubject. Ameng the rarer and least known of
ship markings on DWI stamps are the purser's handstamps from certain
merchant vessels of lines that regularly served St. Thomaz between 1865 and
1920 practically all of thiz tyvpe that I have seen in more than one example
are from American, British and Canadian lines that ran between the Wind-
ward islands or east coast of South America and New York, Halifax, St. Joha
or Montreal, stopping regularly at St. Thomas for fuel, water, te'egraphi-
orders, pazsengers and freight. I shall now list the lines, the period of oper-
ation, the names of their boats (=o far as I could determine from covers zeen
or from shipping literature), and the style of markings thev used. The rarity
of these marks on DWI stamps iz appreciated by some DWI specialists be-
cauze I have seen them bid high for them in auction: they sro indeed much
rarer than the HAFPAG and New York “Steamzhip" or “Paquebot” marks.

1. Quebec and Gulf Ports S. 8. Co. (1877-1885); Quebec S, 8. Co. (1885-1917)
Boats: Bermuda, Caribbee, Fountabelle, Madiana, Muriel, Orinoceo, Trini-
dad, Campana, Roraima, Pretoria, Miramichi, Guiana, Korona, Parima,

i%.!hnmhra. Cascapedi, Flamborough, Hadji, Canima, Bahama, Suther-
and.





























































