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Norwegian Railroad and Steamship Stamps
by Frederick A. Brofos (497)

Part I—Streetear Parcel Services.

Many railroads and other transportation companies have issued special
stamps to pay for shipments sent with them. Those issued in Norway have
all been strictly commercial and non-philatelic and are, therefore, relatively
few in number. An attractive and interesting collection may be formed of
these issues, Most of them are by no means common today, and will require
some hunting areund to locate.

These parcel stamps have been neglected for a long time. The latest
listingz I have seen are the nicely illustrated catalog published by the Copen-
hagen Philatelic Club and the detailed catalog in German, by Dr. Otto Rom-
mel. However, both these works were written in 1909 and are now, of course,
outdated, The time has come to review the subject again, and there follows
herewith n catalog of the material in my own collection, together with the
interesting historical background of the various companies as far as I have
heen able to aszcertain,

In preparing this work I have consulted the above-mentioned eatalogs
end, for rost of the statistics and other historical data, T have relied upon
the comprehenszive information handbook “Hvem Hva Hvor” published by
“Aftenpesten,” the leading newspaper in Norway. As rezards the illustra-
tions, most of them have been enlarged'a bit for the sake of a clearar picture,
but a few of the larger stamps have been reduced.

The Scandinavian countries aequired their first tramway in 1862, in
Copenhagen, Denmark. This was only 12 years after the first city strestear
line in the world had been put into operation in the United States,

In Norway, the first streetcar company “Christiania Sporveisselsskah"
was formed in 1874, and operations were opened the following year on three
lines in the city: Homanshyen-Stortorvet, Stortorvet-Grénland, and Stortorvet-
Vestbanen. These lines were all horse-drawn railroads.

















































