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The German Fieldpost Offices in Norway, Denmark and
Finland during World War Il

By Frederick A. Brofos (497)

In the period following the German invasion of Norway on April 8, 1940 and
until the Liberation on May 7, 1045, twenty-twe German fieldpost offices
were in operation in Norway servicing the occupation forces and the quantities
of troops that were trained in winter-warfare before being sent to fight the
Bolsheviks on the Eastern Front. Two German FPO's are known to have
operated in Denmark, and seven others in Finland. Ten more FPO'S have
been traced to Scandinavia, but the actual country in which they were located
is still a mystery. In all, a total of 40 different German fleldpost offices are
known to have operated at one time or another in Scandinavia.
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The German fieldpostimarks used in Scandinavia were of the same cha:-
acteristic tyvpe as those uszed elsewhere., They may be divided into 2 main
types: 1) FELDPOST—wide zpacing and round “0"; 2) FELDPOST—narrow
spacing and oval "“0"., Each office had itz special distinguishing number
which appeared ahead of, and on line with, the date in the postmark. Un-
fortunately, these numbers appear only in the postmarks used on registered

letters, and registration was restricted to official business. For seeurity

reasons the FPO number was omitted when the postmark wasz used on ordi-
nary mail and the symbols “___" or “000" put in their place. It is difficult
to determine the origin of covers in ths catepory unless other markings
provide clues. Even the date in the postmark i= often of importance, az many
FPO's were not located all the time in Norway but moved there from, or from
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